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HE modeſty of the gentleman de- 
ceaſed, was the reaſon why no at- 
tempt was made to draw his character. 
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TO remove the ſurprize, which tis 
natural to ſuppoſe that thoſe who read this 
ſermon will readily fall into, when they find 
nothing ſaid of him, it is thought proper 
that the clauſe of his LAST WILL 
relating to this ſermon ſhould be printed. 
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E , by the late Reverend Mr. Sol 
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1 the Right of the People to read the Seriptmnes | | 
Of the Perfection of the Holy Seriptures, as the Rule 
of Faith, of Life, and of Worſhip. - 
The Holy Scriptures not dependent on the Authority of the 
| Church for their Credibili 
Of the Infallibility of the Church * Reone 6 e ns 
of Controverſy. f 
of the Head of the Church. - Tags 
| Of Obedience, due from Eccleſiaſticks as ; wall as at o 
awful Governours. 
| of Anti- chriſt. Of Schiſm, of the Matks of a true Church. 
of e Worſhip due only to God, and not to Saints and 
. 8 
Of Pa No Sins venial, Againſt the Merit of good 


3 ws Again hy of Supererogation. of 3 
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Againſt religious Seryice in an unknown To 7 
Againſt the Doctrine of Indulgences. Of the e of tha 
Clergy. Of Aſſurance, The Sacraments in the Chriſtian 
Religion, not more than two. Againſt Tranſubſtantiation, . 
Of the Tyranny and Sacrilege of the Church of Rome, in 


denying the Cup in the Sacrament to her Laity. 
Of the Sacrifice of the Maſs. 


Im plicit Faith, inconſiſtent with Chriſtian Princi . 
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Gu religion and, indefled, befate;God 62 
the Father, is this, to Wet he fathers. 
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> IE abo of this apt, un , 
Senetal opinion "of phe. antients,. | 
Was an apoſtle, brothet I # 
> our Lord, and probably che fam io, 
with him who was' ftyPd the Juff, and' ws | 
| biſhop. of Jeruſalem. And fince he 520 an. 
apoſtle of the * circumciſi on, he ditects 7 1 5 
F to the twelve tribes *which"are" [cattere. 
abroad, and addteſſes as Well to. * the 5 
believing Jets à8 to fhoſe Who Were: con- 
verted to the chriſtian ns. 1 
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THE deſign of the _ in a gent 
meaſure, is to rectify their erroneous ſen- 
timents of religion, and cure the irregt 
lar and vicious practices which too gene- 
rally prevailed among them; for which 
— the apoſtle in our text gives a de- 
IN tion of true religion: Pure religion and 
ndefiled ove God and the Father, is 
this to viſit the fatherleſ5 and widows in 
their affliction, and wy * un 3 
0 the anal „ 
＋ HE . term 3 8 rranſlared 
_ religion, is deriv'd- from the Thracians, a- 
whom tis reported Orpheus intro- 
| Tas. numerous ceremonies, which were 
uſed in worſhipping their gods; and after- 
wards the expreſſion was made uſe of to 
& ſignify : worthip, .. or the manner wherein 
the ſupreme Being is to be ſerved. It is uſed 
ſometimes in a bad and ſometimes i in a good 
ſenſe. Our apoſtle joins with it other words. 
to fix and determine its meaning: f If any 
man among you. ſeem to be religious, and. 
bridleth not his tongue but deceiveth bis 
oο heart, that man's- reli * 27 vain. 


And pure ee and undefiled. 
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preſſions borrowed from jewels, which are 
to be clear and free from ſtain to make them 
deer and give them a *-yalue ; in like 
manner, religion which is pure and unde- 
filed, is that religion which is true and una- 
dulterated, that has not improper mixtures 
to abate or deſtroy its luſtre and wort; 
and becauſe the le e of theſe falſe 
mixtures will be of conſiderable ſervice to 
give a clearer view of genuine religion, or 
in other words, of ſerving and worſhip 

Gd even the Father, in a manner ie 
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1 ISHALL la ben before 500 „0 
our apoſtle leads the way, in reference to 
; 15 Jews, to whom he writes ; aud 


II. 'TH EN explain the account be pinks 
of pure religion and undefiled ; To f, 
the fatherleſs and widows in their i. 
work, and keep W e 1 the l 


7 


* 
"Be ” 


51 
1 


im. MAKE it © appear that herein true 5 
— me) ; 


— . m r N42 A NAP 3 PR-3 Lc 
as * * 3. a th. —_— 1 -* * —_—___ 
* Wan e of — df 1 2 — 
4 * F > , =? 8 2 1 * 
: - * - -m * * 
2 al it 
423 623 LF 0 GY oa. 5 : 
5 5 - 
2 * 2 * 


ta) 


«x IV, | TRAE E the moſt material gccaſions 

which, have given riſe to hu mixtures in 
gion, en 03 tin! on Dot ict 1h od 0 
Uni ul 8d % bun aniunds 


m 
0 * Shs 
1 'R - N . \ 


£ 


table 2 plication, goignt 1 i at 
122 * * * 9 422 a : 5 5 xn ne oP 2 
2 irt pagan” ed ff be 


r e rupa 
hoy bis 3120! 237 voi 10 dB 01 


: vec ; $19] We: | 
1,1 SHALL lay! befgre yau che felſe ſen- 
timents, which have been entertained of re-: 
ligipn, ſo far as our apoſtler leads the way, 
| in xeferengę 0 the eus, Ageowhem he 
wanb i e e ee e 
x. + . Ma, = ein 01 
(1.) THEY fell into an apprehenſion, 
that the belief of the principles of religion 
would be ſußficient alone, and unattended 
With good zyorks,, to recommend them to 
the favqur of God, and. ſegure their future: ; 
happinels. Thou believeſt that God is one*, 
and, boaſteſt thy ſell; chat thou art not an 
idolater as tl fogliſh healhens are, but 4 
worthipper.of the God of, Mfacl, the maker 
of heaxen, ang earth. beſides wehen chers s 
no other: Thou doeſt well ; but do\nos;: 
from hence raiſe mighty hopes; for thou 
herein gxceefleſt hot che very devilsz f f 
believe aud tremble. Wilt LH Eno O. 
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vain man 2 vain in lay ing che weight of thy 
expectation of acceptance with God and e. 
rernal life, on the weak and fandy founda- 
tion pf a faith deſtitute of good works; 
that faith uithout wor ig dead.” 
Rn eee Tara 
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een n ee en 3048 ene 
:2A/i1PERSUASION of mind, (how? 
train of clear and well connected arguments) 
that there is one true and living God, to 
whom every perfection in kind and degree: 
belongs, Who exerciſes a kind providence 
overiahe beings he has made, and has re- 
vealed his will to us.; which revelation we 
entertain, and upon proper evidence, if un- 
accompanied with a ſutable influence on our 
determination and conduct, whereby alone 
we can be beneficial to others, and capable 
oß the happineſs which is agreeable to our 
make ſuch a perſuaſion (I ſay) may very 
fitly be repreſented dead, 2. e. fruitleſs,” in- 
active, and without life, and * undiſcove- 
rable by others. I am ſenſible; how? raiſed 
an ꝙpinion you have of Abraham the fa- 
ther of the faithful; in him you pride, and 
on the account of the privilege of ſo ho- 
nourable a deſcent, vainly build the expecta- 
tion of. ſharing in the happineſs of the world 
ton come: and was not he 4 iufife by! 
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works, when he had offered his ſon Iſaac up- 
on the altar? * Seeſt thou not he — 2 
wrought with his works; and & works was 
faith: made perfect? And be aſſured ſ that 
fo faith without works is dead alſo. Thus 
the apoſtle, while he proves that many of 
the Jer placed their religion in faith alone. 
by arguments very powerful and moſt agree- 

le to them, e ectually refutes the fatal 


„„ 9 O nne 
(2) ANOTHER erroneous opinion of 

religion, which ſeems to be a conſequence 
of the former, and which had been enter- 
tained by ſeveral, was, that a diligent atten- 
tion to the divine law, and careful applica- 
tion of mind to gain a clear knowledge of 
it, would be ſufficient; tho they expreſsd no 
concern to have their actions conformable 
rm — m gant; 
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TT cannot be doubted by any; but 
tis a commendable conduct, when God 
vouchſafes a diſcovery of his will to his rea- 
ſonable creatures, that they ſhould attend 
with ſutable care and becoming reverence, 
and by all proper methods conſtantly e- 
deayour to attain as clear an apprehenſonn 
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of. the excellency of his ns. and b haps 
BY. fruits which ariſe from a ſincere and 
eddy obſervance of them; of the fitneſs 
of his revelations, the beauty, connection 
and harmony of their ſeveral parts, diſplay- 
his inimitable skill in governing men 
thro all the paſt. ages, as our limited powers 
and imperfect ſtate will admit. For — 
reaſon we are called upon to purſue this 
knowledge; and the prophet tells us, that 
for want of it the people were deſtroyed: 
and yet it's equally clear, that our know-. - 
ledge of the principles of religion (how. 
diſtinct and extenſive ſoever) terminating in 
bare ſpeculation, without forming the tem- 
per of our minds, and regulating the actions 
of our lives (the = deſign of all di- 
vine knowledge) will by no _ be avail- 
able to recommend us to the favour of God, 
or ſecure our future e 


'T H E error of the contrary nen i | 
10 obvious. and is ſo g that . 
may poſſibly apprehend N is a charge 

merel Imaginary, and not a caſe ever —_— 
in fact. But that there were ſeveral of the 
Jews who unha appily fell into this miſtake; 
appears undeniably clear; f But be ye doerr 
a the word, and not hearers any, de-. 
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ceiving 


eerving your own. Klee Jy for of - any be 
hearer f the word, and not a dots, he "is 
like to a man beholding hit natural Yate in 
4 glas; for he heholdet h him elf an goerh 
hic way, and firait-way': orgetrevh what 
manner. of mam he was.” Bi "whoſe look. 
eth into the perfect law" of Ahe. * ah - 
continueth- therein, he being not 7 Fobgore 1 
ful hearer but a doer of the e, This 
man Jhall be bleſſed in his deed. Hither ; 
we may refer Nom. 2. 13. For not the 
hearers of the lat) are iſt before Cod. | 
but the doers of the law. ſhall be juſtified. 
* Behold thou art called a Jew, and reſteſi 
in the law, and makeſt- thy boaſt of Cod; 
+ and knoweſt his i, and approveſt the | 
things that are more excellent, beisg ir in. 
firudted ou of the law. % TR STS T 
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| Fr) MANY. of the di expe to 
obtain the favour of God, from inſtructing 
others in his laws ; and in conſequenee laid 
an undue ſtreſs on being doctors and teachers. 
For this reaſon they affected the character, 
deſiring to be teachers of the law, f un- 
 derftanding neither © what they ſaid, non 
whereof" they "affirmed ; and on that ac 
count, our apotite thus Ln mn es to chem 


„ * * 1 * bn — 
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* My n be not mary maſters or in⸗ 
frudtors N. a 


To be ln of EN ſuch an of I 
fice, from a mind ſincerely formed to pi 
and virtue, and a ſteddy reſolution, ' in the 
mildeſt methods, to promote the real feli- 
city of our fellow. creatures, cannot but be 
| look'd upon to be truly laudable; but when 
tis ſuppoſed that character will bear us out 
in immoral and vile practices, and the of- 
fice is undertaken with a view to the 
boundleſs and unreſtrained authority over 
the conſciences of others, to which it lays: 
an unreaſonable claim (as was the caſe of 
the jewiſh maſters) tis no wonder that 


the apoſtle James adds, knowing that there-. 
by we ſhall receiue the greater condemna- 


tion. Neither is it at all ſurprizing that the 
apoſtle Paul, treating on this ſubject, when 

he had deſcribed the ſelf-ſufficiency * of a 
' Jewiſh teacher, And art confident that thou 
thy ſelf” art a guide to the blind, a light 
of them that are in darkneſs, thereby in- 
rending the gentiles ; an inſtructer of the 
 fhohiſh, a teacher of babes, meaning the pro-. 
ſelytes, which haſt the form of know- 
_ teage, an exact ſcheme; ſhow'd with fo be- 
c_—_ a warmth apply. + Thou which 
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* Chap. 3 3. t. + bear * Rom. 2. 10, 20, 21. 
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8 (ie) 
teac heſt another, teacbeſt thou not thy A | 
— 4 makeſl thy beaſt of the law, 
thro breakin "5 Fe law POP. thou 
G 10 | 


*1( 4) THE laſt mite abour religion 
which Ne Jeu generally run into, 
the natural reſult of all the — 
an unreaſonable and intemper 
rites and ceremonies. When God choſe 
the people of Ifrael, and ſtood in the re- 
lation of a king to them; to guard them 
from idolatry and introduce the Meſſias, 
who er to be the Saviour of mankind, 
difti s roper characters pre b 
given of him by Moſes and the brophes bs 
he enacted Geng of r Which 
were never 'd to t juſti caiun 3 
for if there had book's Jew as Ber 14 5 

8 righteoufe 


coutd have given life, veri 


neſt Should have been 4 the late. 


OUR Wenner appearin ppearing in hs full 
nok of time, underwent a painful death; 
and thereby ff Vlorted out the hand-uriting 
of ordinances which was againſt us, and 
taal it out of the way, nailing it to #he 
erase, tt — 3 


. 2 Gal. 231. * Rom. x 18. Gal. 0 5 
2 Vid. ale . . . 5 5 it 8. la 
oo - ., _— 


4 11 55 : 
which then prevailed among, Pang. of 4. 
in chat manner a ay, 
apoſt &, inveſted with authority f ans 2 
pon wget declar d, that howeyer the Jews 
2 conceiv S 25 the obligation 0 7 . 
fail circumciſion and the rites of t 
aw, as the peculia ir e of cher 
community, till God ould put a final x 1 
riod to it; yet with reſpect, to 858 i 
Pepe to eternal life, 0 h in the 
* N their whole, Hie TY ld 
ne be tent, ro t | 
nal appointment of Sa —_ that t 225 
tile converts wefe not under ay nec of 
bree to tbem. 


NeorWirHSTAN DING this * 
| unbeliovir ing Fews, and many of the Jewifh 
converts, 1 1 entertained fo particular a 
fondneſs for the « ceremonies of the law. FO 


W 4 


7. HE 3 zeal * I 10 pg | 
teachers expreſs in fayour of the rites of 
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x 1 12 5 E | 
the law, gave great diſturbance to the 
"churches of Chrift, which were firſt planted. 
| This occaſion'd their conſtant oppoſition to 
1 Paul, the apoffle of the gentiles, who con- 
trary to them, ſteddily maintained that the 
gentile converts were no way obliged to 
by obſervance of legal ceremonies 


To this we are to attribute * exvying, 
1 ſtrife and evil ſpeaking, which the 
apoſtle reproves them for: With a view to 
| this, he diſſuades them from f eating evil 
one of another; he that ſpeaketh evil «4 | 
hic brother. and judgeth his brother, ſpea 
eth evil of the 8g and judgeth the law, 
or r ſpeaketh againſt the law as being im- 
perfect, in 754 it doth not lt or 
condemn thoſe things which thou doſt com- 
mand or condemn : =p thou take upon 
thee to judge the law, thou art not in thy 
beh:wiour as à dber of the law, but a judge 
of it; whereas there is only one law-grver, 
who is able to ſave and deſtroy': who there- 
fore art thou that judgeſt another? now 
1 bleſſing God, even the father of the gentile 
as well as the Few, then curſing or anathe- 
matizing thoſe who are made 4 er the /- "| 
: militude ef God: be not no 9705 2 ; 


I Ch. 


A James 3. 16. 18 . 4 1h, 12.” Ch. f. 10. 
FE CE 2.286, #1 -** ; x a 


mai 


1 « 1 3 . 
mai among jou ſeem to be religiout, and 
bridleth not hir tongue from angry and fu- 
rious expreſſions, uncharitable and mi- 
chievous contentions, tho the pretenſion be 
zeal for God, that man's een ir vain. 


THUS having end the iniſtakes 
which are ruinous to true religion, to which 
all other erroneous ſentiments : concerning 


religion in its general mr ga may 
1 be W i * 1 hn wg 
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100 10 Ns \whetein: pure TEA 
and EE to the opinion of 
e conſiſts... And he pissen 
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Hurſt, IN beneficence: Pure reg os 
and undefiled before Gad even the Fa 

ib this, to viſit the futherleſi and: Widotas in 

their affliction, that is, ſuch as are in diſtreſs; 

with a ſincere deſigi to do all The offices 

Which are in the compaſs of our power, 

to leſſen if not remove their ſorrows, f ex-: 
n our kind: — thun. n be 


Jam- 3. 16. 7 og wr x ty * 
7 * 3 
Ae. G * - 
— 4 . 
* Ld » a 25 


"Ted 


n not only in words, but in aQs of 
real. 


, and hr the _ tender and 
8 matter : father leſs: and widows im 
— . — who are leaſt capable of af- - 
ſiſting themſelves, and the moſt diſpirited in 
trouble, and from whom there is not a proſ- 
= 4 fetun: farberleſt and widows in 
— taken in the utmoſt extent, 
ls the 
and 


are, of what nation, religion, 
they may be, Whether 
fri or enemies, with unmovable con- 
ſtancy : whereby theſe acts of goodneſs ex- 
— $d to them will appear to ariſe from a 
aud deſie £0 feſethble 

and a futa- 


ſtate, and to our receiving a reward in ano- 
ther, from a kind and merciſhl Father; 
and conſequently to 15 the duties which 
relate to our Maker. 


THE nite: whip: the 
pus religion by acts bf and mercy 
to: the-\afflited, -is not only betauſe the 
JIrub (as their own *. Hiſtorian remurks) 
were-excteriiely defective therein, but ir- 
almaeh as they noceflarily include al} the 
duties which we are obliged to practiſt 
eds — u truck, fairbfaltiefs, 


* T "A 


i, * Vid. % de bello 9 1188. £4. Oos 
. | "and 


5 * 15 . pr; 
and” juſtice, For this reaſon, when * 


paſtle had cautioned * oe 
tial * reſpect of perſons in their Try 


ries for jugicature, e to — , 
canon, that when ca oo 


_ a ſit together, either inch aw &, 6 — 
tand. to auoid all marks of partiality ;\ he 
infers the obligation to this conduct from 
the royal 1 according to the ſcripture, 
I Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thy elf ; 
and with the juſteſt reaſon, for no perfon 
would be dees becauſe he is poor, or 
have à rich man on that account be pre- 
- forred before him in judgment. This is+ 
the firſt thing wherein the apoſtle wat Ju 
and undefiled religion Vir. ben 


. THE cand. is ſelf] ity 5 e 

keop bunſelf unſpotted 2 the world 3 

which ſtands to p___ on} 
5 aus cuſtoms n 


* TILA Saviour, when he addroſſes the 
that than Bouldp _ 223 
world, but that thou fhoutdfi keep — I 
from the evil. In this ſenſe the i 


ne WR the chriſtians at” Romy” act 1 


Fr". 
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. 
to be conformd to this world, and re- 
minds the Epheſiaus of their former con- 
verſation according to the courſe of this 
world, before they embraced the chriſtian 
doctrine. On this account our apoſtle ap- 
to his brethren, f Know ye not that 
the friendſhip of the world is enmity with | 
God? whoſoever therefore will be a friend 
of the world, is the enemy of God. 


T HE full compaſs of this expreſſion we 
may learn from John, an apoſtle of the cir- 
cumciſion, and writing to the Jews: + For 
All that is in the world; the luſt of the fleſh, 
and the Juſt of the eyes, and the pride of 
life, is not of the Father, but is of the 
world. The luſt of the fleſh : all exceſs of 
ſenſual pleaſure, ariſing from an undue and 
immoderate gratification of our appetites ; 
intemperance, and en ere : the luſt of the 
cher: an ungovern'd deſire of riches to 
pleaſe our eye, not deſigning to uſe them in 
a reaſonable way our ſelves, or diſpoſe of 
any confiderable part of them to the happi- 
neſs of others; ark a deſire as draws into 
it ſelf our chiefeſt views and moſt conſtant 
purſuits, or breaks thro the ties of humani - 
ty and juſtice: and the pride of 1 55 an irre- 
gular deſire of title, dignity, and honour, ſa- 


* 


"EE 3-4 p45 "+ — TI: . ac Ka 
F Rom. 12*2, f James 4, 4 1 John 2. 16. 


clificing 


2 0 * : 
ctificiho (what is antun preſets prefetable, md 
th t more juſtly be calld honbur, ifwe Ball 
not joſt tod * the propriety of words) 
: make and a . Conſcience ro. artaih 


4 0 bee titer un | fred ö the 
a Wbt then, is from a jul eſtimate” of the 
Worth of things, to tiſe with moderation the 
OS bleſſings of providence which we enjoy; 
; cooly to purſue What at preſent we are not 
in the poſſeſſion of; atid when we atrain it, 
to uſe it forthe moſt valuable purpoſe, the 
hondur of our Maker, in promoting out owh 
true happinels, and the happinefs of our fel- 
low creatures: in a word, it Eg 1 1 
our appetites, and reinitig alſions, in 
having our lower pores 10 5 1 — ordet, 
and under due command, as it becomes thoſe 
Who bear the character of reaſonable bei 
| cn of reſembling God in tighttoulibat; 
d gbodnefs, and oblig d to expreſs thbſe 
Titties in our behaviour to others. The 
phbraſe unſported from the world has a pectiliar 
_ fitneſs and propriety in itto repteſentgovern'd 
appetites and well. | directed alfons ſince 
when they are exorbitant af untuly, ſtains 
and blemiſhes neceſfatily ariſe to our intelli- 
2 nature, and we become geatiy polth- 
ted. I have no other remark to make under 
this head, but that, ro viſit the fatherleſs in 
9 : their 


- + tay 
their affliction, and keep himſelf unſpot- 
ted from the world, is repreſented, pure 
religion and undefiled before God, ſignify- 
ing either in his eſtimate, or which is prac- 
tiled from a ſenſe of his authority over 
us, and a regard to the reward we may 
reaſonably expect to receive from him. 
Thus Zecharias and Elizabeth are deſcrib'd 
as righteous * before God and the apoſtle 
+ Paul, when he had bleſſed God even the 
Father, for the favours he had conferr'd on 
the Epheſians thro Jeſus Chriſt, he adds, Ac- 
cording as he hath choſen us in him before 
the foundation of the world, that we might 
be holy and unblameable before him. 


AND if the latter interpretation ſhou'd be 
thought by any not to be the true one, on ac- 
count that the term + before, in theſe places, 
differs from that which has the ſame ren- 

dring in our text, mes; yet religion, which 
in its common uſe has ever been ſuppos'd | 
neceſſarily to imply a reſpect to God when 
pure and undefiled before God, in his un- 
erring judgment, muſt unavoidably include 

in it a regard to his authority, a reſpect to 
his favour, and a recompence of reward 
from him. I come now, 


8 


* Luke 1. . + Epheſ. 1. 4. + Bra mor- * 


I. 0 


69 


NI. TO prove that herein true religion 


Conſiſts, which 1 ſhall do, 


: And, 5 e 


| (2 ) BY revelation. 5 


(i.) BY reaſon and the nature of things. 
THE variety of beings which compoſe 
the ſtructure of 1 — and are FRA 
with ſuch exquiſite skill, leads us to the ac- 
knowledgment of a firſt intelligent cauſe, eve- 
ry way perfect, and conſequently righteous 
and good. And ſince we are capable of re- 

ligion, we cannot doubt but that the moſt 
a way of ſerving God muſt be by 
conſtant endeavours to be like him in his 
imitable perfections, and eſpecially in being 

and doing good. This temper and conduct: 
impart to us the excellency and happineſs 
| peculiar to our reaſonable make, and ſo 
muſt be of eternal obligation upon us, and 
greatly pleaſing to the higheſt Goodnels, 


| © The order of the frame of things we con- 
verſe with, wherein the ſeveral ranks of be- 


ings are ſerviceable to each other, and per- 
petually carry on the * and e 
a 2 of 


of rhings, 


— —— — $a moe —— — 


« 20 ) | 
of the whole, clearly evinces that it is fit reaſo- 
nahle beings ſhould be of choice diffuſively be- 


neficial 5 one another. To this our make 


and ſtate ſtrongly incite us. We come into 
the world weak, and defticureof power tu help 
our ſelves, and for a longer time than the 


creatures below us; and ſo become oblig d 


early to goodneſs, by the tendereſt expyel- 


ſions of affection ſhewn to our ſelves. In our 


frame appear a ſtrong bent to ſociety, and 
an y emotion at the view of great 


diſtreſs in others, ſo that it is a kind of eaſe 


to our ſelves to adminiſter relief to them. 
The ſtate we are in, by a variety of changes. 
renders us cure to D afflictions: and 


if we expect compaſſion in ſuch 
circumſtances, ir is but 76259 « Rr inn . 
expreſs the * to orher when ander the 


_ _— 


As the fuſt of the deſeriprion the 
apoſtle giyes of tris religion, is by theſe 
8 which are taken from the nature 

clearly demonſtrated ; ſo the 
other, vi. to keep. himſelf unſpoured from: 
ahe world; in the fame manner, and with: 
_—_— * eaſily = dy to * 


TH E 


. 


En »Y 2 


were 


ning * ang — 
in the - creation. 8 
eee mind, and ahates the 8 Nee 
exerciſe of it, whereby we are rais'd | 
the brutes ; which is highl incongnes = 
unbecoming. Exce(s in the uſe of ff irjryqus 
liquors often puts men out of the direction 
and government of themſelves, and renders 
them juſtly the objects of contempt; - Be. 
ſides, immoderate ace. of our app: 
tites has tendency 19 give narrow 
LAS views ko 9057 der: limit 2 
ee to a 


'W 11D 185 qutragequs 3 with * 
and unnatural violence, diſplace reaſon from 


the power and command which the wiſe 


Creator deſign d it mould always have 


over our conduct, introduee convulfive 


orders and frightful deformity, | tear up 
in their impetuous fury all friendly and 
tender difpofitions, and octafion a remper 
as well as behaviour — and miſtruſt- 
ful, narrow and invidious, favage and inhu- 


man, cruel and rerengeful: and how dif- 
agreeable ſuch characters are to the nature 


of God, and our reaſonable frame, ar firſt 
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| | „ 
view appears too evident to need a labour d 


proof Thus the light of nature * clearly 


proves that goodneſs and felf-goyernment 
conſtitute true religion: and to this pur- 
poſe many paſſages occur in the writings of 


the wiſeſt heathens. But this will farther ap- 


(a.) BY revelation, and expreſs places of | 


_ ſcripture. 


"WHEN Job vindicates his integrity, 
he gives a beautiful deſcription of religion, in 
drawing his own character. f have 


With. held the poor from their deſire, or 


have cauſed the eyes of the widow to fall : 


if T have ſeen any periſh for want - of clo- 


thing, or any poor without 7 ow 


bis loins have not bleſſed me, and if be 


— — 1 8 "IF * * - TERRI SS 6— a 4.4 ad „* * 
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* Sicut mes in vittimis Juidem licet opime ſunt, auroque pre. 
Fulgeant, deorum eft honos, ſed pia ac rect voluntate veneran- 


um. Iraque boni etiam farre ac fitilla religioſs ſunt. V. Sen. 


Lipſ. Ed. p. 166. 


* > * 


Animadverto enim etiam Deos non tam accuratis adorantium 


pPrecibus quam innocentiã & ſanctitate letari ; gratioremque exiſti· 
mari, qui delubris eorum puram caſtamque mentem, quam qui 


meditatum carmen intulerit. V. Plin. in Panegyr. 
Quin damus id ſuperis de magna quod dare lance, 
Non poſſit magni Meſſals lippa propago, | 
_ Compoſitum jus faſque animi ſanctoſque receſſus 
Mentis, & incoctum generoſo pectus honeſto ? 
Hac cedo ut admoveam templis, ec farre litabo. Perl. Sat. 2 da. 
To theſe many other paſſages of the like nature (if 
needful) might K* added. wy Rs 
T Job zi. 16, 19, exc. | | 


were 


933 
were- not warmed with the fleece of m] 
ſheep; if ] have lift up my hand againſt the 

Fatherle ſe, when I ſaw my help in the gate; 
then let mine arm fall from my ſhoulder- 
blade. ** V have made gold my hope, on 
ſaid to the fine gold, Thou art my confi- 
dence : if I rejoiced becauſe my wealth was 
great, and becauſe mine hand had got. 


ten much. . 
60ODNEss to the- fatherleſs, ſtranger 
and widow, was recommended in the law; 
and to induce the Jews to the practice of 
it, they were often reminded of bei 
themſelves ſlaves in Egyyt. When they 
falſely imagined that ſacrifices and purifica- 
tions would avail without real virtue, God 
ſent his prophets to declare to them, that 
without inward holineſs, f He that killed 
an ox, 1s as if he flew a man be that ſa- 
criſiced. as if he cut off a dog's neck: be 
that offered an oblation, as if he offered 
ſwines blood; and to exhort them to true 
repentance, and a return to the practice of 
duties good in themſelves, wherein pure 
religion and undefil d conſiſted. The pro- 
phet Micah, when he had call'd upon 
the mountains to hear the controverſy of 
the Lord with his people 1/7ael, + O my 
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People, 


( 224 E | 
pou In Ger Bude ; Fog into thee, 2h | 
Date 1 Wrnried thee? rofify again my 

introdaces in the moſt elegant and beau | 
manner the people touch d with a Tehſe of 

Wit, wick aftxrery ehqutring, berrwnth 

WY tome before the Lor an bow Ty 

OF before e Sha 7 come before 

Ik with bnmnt-oferin With talver 11 
à year old? will the -d be pleaſed wit, 

3 of rams, or ten thouſauds. of 

of on? jhall zin my PRA 


Palit of my body 
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* Thewed thee, 
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"WHEN the Son of bon W * 
ive che. moſt perfect revelation, he fe- 
proathed the ſcribes ard Phariſees, Who 
: lxmed His followers fot neglecting to waſh 
Their Hands when they elit bread, that the) 
_ Had wickelly fruftrared the comnmandinent 
'vf * fee 9 5 Fa b of 
When they inſtructed tfem, + 5 4 man hall 
* Br r ae a 15 Cor a, 7 
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be profited by me, he fhull be ee 
2 5 * the word of Gd of none 
hel of ie el. 
ah propheſy of you, Jay this peb- 

' 2 Me 20 r AKA: 
Te” With the "lips, bit 


and honoure 


their. heart ir far fron” me; but in vita 
they do wworfhip me, teur hin 42 
the rommanaments of nen. O 

versd with 55 blicaus aud ſmners, and gaye 
offence ther 
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2 dlockrines 
Ur Lord cof- 


to the phatiſees: : in Vindica- 
ting this his WA he ade them to 


ons of their f prophets, T have merry, 


and not (that is, rather NY 'facrifice, tho 


a divine inſtitution. And in regard that 
while they were exuſt and ſcrupulous, in 


paying Nele of mint, and uuniſe, and cum. 


min, 855 omitted the vighlier things of 
the law, judgement, mercy and Faith , he 


; denounces a terrible woe againſt chem. 


AN the ſentaon, which our Saviour deſi "ry 


v0 be the rule his diſciples ſhould follow in 
| do min he ex roll dechates chat except 


Prong: hotels” F 12 that of the phari- 
ich confiſted in external obſeryances, 
255 Lee in nv walks enter into 58 Kin . 
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dom of heaven ; and recommends to them 
purity of heart and extenſive goodneſs even 
to enemies, making, that excellency in God 
our pattern and example: Be ye perfect, 
or + merciful, even . as your Father who 
ig in heaven is perfect. The apoſtles who 
received their commiſſion and authority from 
Chriſt to teach the goſpel, conſtantly de- 
liver d the ſame doctrine, aſſuring them 
to whom they preached, that the intention 
of the Meſſias's appearance was to reform 

mankind, and purify to himſelf a peculiar 
people zealous of 2 works ; and that the 

general view of his inſtitution was, that 
thoſe who embraced it, f denying all ungod- 
lineſs and worldly luſts, might live ſoberly, 
righteouſly and godlily in this preſent world ; 

hooking for that bleſſed to which 

facred and important purpoſes every p 

thereof is admirably ET * 


AND now having fo fully prov'd by 
the nature of things, and plain citations 
from ſcripture, that pure religion and unde- 
filed before God and the Father, is this, 
to viſit the fatherleſs and widows in their 
affliction, and to keep himſelf unſpotted 


from the world ; 1 proceed, 
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IV. TO conſider the moſt material oc- 


caſions, which may — be ſuppos d 


40 n given nile to e ſentiments. 


| i ext 


1 1 - THEY. are greatly. owing, to. 2 neg- 


by our Creator to attain; juſt . 
of religion. Our reaſon, which alone ren- 


ders us capable of being religious, if duly 


exerciſed, will, by tracing effects to kheir 
Cauſes, lead us to God, the firſt cauſe, w 
_ intelligent, and give us ſome idea (tho 
ina alete) of the perfections he N 080 
imſelf underiv d; inſtruct us (in ſome 
5 at leaſt) in the 5 of good 
andevil, .and the obligations which ariſe from 
the relation we ſtand in to God} and —— 
inſorm us of the ſanction of the law of 
nature, appearing in the ſatisfaction we find 
when we perform what is agreeable thereto, 
and the uneaſineſs which attends the / con; 
trary practice; or, in other words, teach us 
to form right. conceptions of religion. But 
remarks on mankind will convince us that 


this gift of God has unhappily heen .neg- 


lected, and 1. elſe, contrary to the 
deſign of our wiſe, Creator, introduced. in 
its room, to direct and guide our purſuits 


of m and here cammener the dan- 
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gerous miſtakes which have been entertained 
concerning it. e 
229-4333 110::1 (13 Tila 2 VI. 
SINCE we are made to dwell in- a 
world of ſenſible objects, our great Crea- 
tor has in infinite wiſdom given us a frame 
and contexturfe of body exactly ſuired to 
it, and a power of fancy to put together 
and aſſemble the images of paſt and abſent 
iN o of the paf. 
ſions, which entet into our * * anſwer 
the purpoſes of our nt „A8 in 
all nature, 4 2 — variety Pens 


ſome * theit conſtitutions are — and 


Prightly,- orhers reſery'd and gloony 

according to their different: — — | 

0 form their eonceſ 6f God: one ap- 
en 


ding him to be tamely good, and ano- 


ther: inexorably- ſevere 3 on which account 


men become diſpos d to numerous ſaperſti- 


altogether” uh A on as' thy; 
the heat ination, to 
make of bine perſons, * — 4a little con- 


tributed : Whereas bodily — 24 and live- 


lineſs of fancy were to 


ment; and it was only Tot yg our h / higher 


power, which was given us by our kindGjea. 


tor, to ao Jag ba hh 8 1 nen 
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not attending to 
has been one — ble tes 
nicious errors in — 


i ona 21 1 Nenne 9s 

11g; ANOTHER occaſion: of ſuck mur 
takes has been feur, ariſing from conſciouf- 
neſs of guilt, and attended with anxious 
and reſtleſs deſires to appeaſe the offended 
Deity, when thro egeneracy and vice the un- 
derſtanding ina great meaſuse is rendered unfir 
. —_ — in a juſt and ban ef e 


At II. Yu Ty 12 


WHAT: EVBR; falſe. apprehenſions/ or 
religion are admitted, the obligations kg 
Juſtice and humanity⸗ n 
Maker, lie ſo obvious, that when they are 
violated in remarkable inſtances, on Pove 
of reflection, eſpecially if awakened 
lamity and diftreſs, gives us unaaſy g 5 
To remove the h which ariſes j 
the guilty mind reſfleſsly caſts about, where- 
4vithal ſhall I come before him whom 1 
_— highly incensd ?' And ſince a cu“ 
of vice naturally darkens the underſtand- 
and renders it leſg capable of forming a 
8 judgment; it n wonder at fuch 
a time, when a motion of the-- | 
occaſions: a tumultuous and diſturb'd ſtate 
of mind. that magnificent temples, coſtly 
3 * ive ſacrifices, and 5 
© Uk 


C1 30 * . 
lle, are te their own. genius, ſhould 
be fix d to atone God, whom. they 
are conſcious. of having greatly offended. 
To this we muſt undoubtedly aſcribe not 
only the pompous, but the barbarous cere- 
monies of ſacrificing men and their own 
owning. e n . _—_ _ 


3. THE laſt 9 5 of 
corruptions in religion, is a deſire which 
many have of commuting the matter with 
the Grins Being, and inſtead of parting 
with their 2 — practiſing real virtue, 
admitting what they groundleſſy imagine to 
be an equivalent. To this may juſtly be 
referred the words of the Prophet. * Truſt 
ye. not to lying words, Jay ing, the temple 
of the Lord, the temple he Lord, the 
Zemple of the Lord are 2] ſe.: for if you 
t#horowly amend your ways and your doings; 
if you thorowly exetate Judgment between 
# man and his neighbour; if ye opprefs 
not the firanger," the  Fatherleſe and the wi 
dow, and. 8 — on wp in this 
Place, neither, walk after. other to your 
Hurt; then will f bann e ro Gel ins in _ 
_ E, cc. 19 3 
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(31) Fo 
I it will not be allowed in a juſt eſti- 
mate, that a vicious courſe is attended with 
a genuine pleaſure ;. yet that there is a 
ſent eaſe in gratifying a ſtrong appetite, and 
yielding to a violent paſſion, cannot be de- 
ny'd: and when habits of any ſort are fixed 
by repeated acts, a kind of pleaſure ariſes from 
what we have been long accuſtomed to, and 
a pain on the contrary: when the habits are 
criminal, the like real difficulty of practiſing 
true religion, unavoidably refults. 


THE minds, however, of ſuch, if ab 
lowed to think, will eaſily diſcern the e- 
ternal obligation of real piety and virtue, 
to which they have contracted indiſpoſi- 
tions, ſo deeply rooted, that they conceiye 
them unconquerable ; and not being able 
to lay afide all religious ſentiments and prac- 
tices (for reaſonable creatures are made for 
religion) they are willing to ſubſtitute in 
the place of real religion ſomething elſe, 
which may be more eaſy to them in their 
preſent circumſtance: an accurate knowledge 
of ſchemes, and a zeal in their defence; a 
peculiar dreſs, and particular ſet of phraſes, 
and the like. From this principle many 
have raiſed large edifices, and endow'd them, 
vainly dreaming that by ſuch a conduct they 
ſhall cover a long train of fraudulent, op- 
preſſive, and cruel actions. . 
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v. 1 I'SHALL | bow ebene with yes 
* aud ſurable application. » a 


THIS | N Hondo 1 0 
care avoid (as muc 3 Pofſibl 
gi the errors whereby religion 15 
comes leſs pure before Gor and the Fa- 
cher. ee 


8 OM E. without any 10 N have 
. Tmagin'd chat the different ways of worſhip. 
ping the fapreme Being, how and 
ceremonious es, e ich have ptevailed 
among mankind, are gratcfl to him on the 
account of their variety; which ſentiment, 
| How clearly ſoever it may evince che great 
- Indifferency that ſuch who eſpouſe it Baye 
to religion, carries in it uber een appre- . 
henſions of the divine Being. Tis true in- 
deed, that * God ir no 7 Fer of per/ons, 5 
But in every nation he that feareth him, 
and e T7ghteonſaefs, ir a: ed with 
Bim; and his infinite make all 
ET, allowances 80 the ee of 
: and yet, to conceive that ah 
| theedllefs worſhip of ed as education and 
che Sen lb the country we live in direct, 
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| 6d a thoughtful. ſervice! performed in the 


beſt manner we can, ariſing from our own 
make and the relation we ſtand in to God 
and others, will be equally pleaſing to our 
Creator is {6 aver of God aud diſa- 
grocing to the nature E that it is 
preſumed no perſhn upon 9 
wi vaneure to mainraly . 10% - 


THAT we r 4 6 onr 
powers in the — 
knowledge teligion, and da 
gainſt the aw ori i, moſt be 
of conſiderable importance. pur. 
poſes God has in Bis abundant goodnels fas 


voured I gags 7 die to 


0 be 


the cleareft and m 
ſtantly attend to it. Eber we mall be 
fully "ſtructed, that nor faith,” not know- 
ledpe, not devotion, not pofitiveinftifatibas, 
which are means of pure religion, will: . 
vail, unleſs perfected in real and inward bo 
lineſs, in the love of God, and 1 
„ te men; their pro TRE 
we ſhall clearly learn ther 2 de Kae | 

is moſt ited to the nature * Ged, 

| introducing ceremonies contrary” ies 
true genius. For this reaſon James calls the 
LA M — lau — ed tn | 
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* Jam, I. 25. : | © . 2 * 2 nt * 


4 c 34 "i T 
| the apoſtle Paul frequently exhiorts, to 


ben fe n the' liberty wherewinh Cheat 


bas made us free. 


IF in plea for ceremonies it be faid, char 
they are indifferent, why are they not-left 
in their natural indifterency ? Beſides, if the 
character of being indifferent will vindicate 
their introduction into the worſhip of God, 
what boundaries can be fix d? May not the 
chriſtian doctrine become as burdenſom as 
> law ? Farther, the right of making 
things and actions, which are indifferent, 
he neceſſary terms of communion in reli- 
. gious worſhip, beſides and contrary to the 
- Inſtitution of Chriſt, or in other words, of 
altering the nature of things and chriſtianity; 
had need, with great clearneſs and;ſtrength 
of argument, nn as allo to whom 
That right belongs, I doubt, will be found 
2 — 4 that magi « Jr upon reflection, will 
not = ke reaſon to claim: their province is 
to ſecure the civil rights of mankind, and 
guard the peace of the community. And if 
it © ſhould be tbo ught that the maintaining 
peace in a ry wil of courſe dra after it 
A right of pre/cribing one way of worſhip- 
: pi God, with a variety of ceremonies, no 
an, 15 has made W conſiderable oh- 
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ſervation, but will find that this method bas 7 
been the occaſion of unhappy diſturbances, 
while every one bas not 14a allow'd the 
liberty of ſerving his great Creator, in the 
manner which he apprehends moſt acceptable 
to him, without any civil diſeouragement. 
Concord is moſt; WET to ariſe from the ſim- 
pleſt worſhip, d by a careful regard to 
_ light f _ © and as ee * 


2 SINCE Abt de happineſs of men, re- 
lating: to this life; is alone the intention of 

civil government, are we not to be left en- 
tirely to our on choice, to ſerve God ac- 
cording to our beſt light? Or if it were o- 
cherwile, could We expect acceptance — 
a reward from him (which in religious wor- 
| * mult. be in Wen) in a ane e wh 


IT H E moſt. plauſible. argument to p- 
port the right of the magiſtrate, in matters 
| of religion, is, that God appointed a great 

ber of ceremonies to t e Jews, as he 
ns in the relation of a king to them. 
To this may be anſwer d, that then they. 
were civil laws, and to be re egarded as ex- 
preſſions of allegiance to di ; and one 


would hardly apprehend: that God deſign d 


the law: of 25 ſes; ſtrictly taken, ſhould be 
look d upon as rod, whe in the greateſt pro- 
* of the word A there ; WAS . 


: — — Mitorarn 0 i 
3 'd wk views to propare the 
dnl wat year iow and diſtin- 
geln dann by fach marks a8, When he ſhould | 
come, might give conyidtion that he was. 
—_— jas : but when he did appear, 
ed in the namie of che Father, that 
His kingdom was not of "this werd. that 
+ the hour cometh WOES ye ſhall neither in 


Jenunlem, worſhip 
3 the 
2 _— 2 hen the wur 
— — " the” Father in 
n — 1and h Huh 
yp him moſt whip bin, in Pirie ad 


ruth: Te thew a'thange' in the bonſtitu 
tion, when wh apaltle Paul had mentioned 
772 14 le A . 
ar mercy, and 20 . ee tone ſſer; 
left they. ud apprehend the fame con- 


dust was v0 be uſed under the ohriftian reli. a 
v e e 


Py. 21. ä e * 10, 30% 8 1 72 10 


4 


0 373 


is 4s four ful thing Rn ine 2 * 


** Worng See, 


siNcB then our — has Seed * 
| | Hom rites, and given us a plain infllitmion, 
recortinending by ive ant horury, a 
al worſhip ;. why ſhould chriſtian 


= 101 of the chriſtian deen? Does 
ie not imply great difingemaity ro God, for 
the favour of under the laſt and moſt 
1 which all ehe preceding 


diſeoverics wereddign'd chiefly od :; 
atrended with perſpieuiry and true freedom. 
atid worthy the Son ef God to eſtabliſh? - 


Is it not at any time, but more peculiarly in 
uch a ſitustion, hi — — 1 
ee hr God, 1 


ae ton for another 


. inctudes * * . ek chat Las 
- Monics regard ©© external polity, can 

we "think thar'Qhrift is not a perfect Ew. 
_ giver, chat ſomething Ne ſhould be fi ſop- 


[oh eee x ro feertſh Tis eonſtirtrion f 
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| preſume to alter the ſimplicity of it? Is 
nor that in effect calling into queſtion the 


preſeribe one to others, Lites 7 a | 


God in che beſt way we can, in the way 
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chat ſich mixrares en- 
dutrger not | falvation 3 trac; but chen it 
foems we are not te be fflicitons: to ferys © 
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4 'y.: and what is the conſeq nence?s? 
B not — for ceremonies, by the Wolke of 1 
"mankind, put for real and intrinſick holi- _ 
daes; and the vigour of the mind waſted in 

£28] -_ e defence of them, in a manner whi h is 
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1 3 LET us with conſtant di purſue 1 
3 1 tte and undeſfiled religion, and Lenden. - 
| * 15 b | ro: arrive 0 greater perfection therein: bg let | 
a "US, bodily avoid all exceſs. of ſenſual plea 
| dominancy of paſſion, and care 
ſubdue our lower powers to the . | 
= of our mind, enlightned with the dixine 
2 let us Fithfiilly preſs. after. pig ghee 
of real c. inw Jurity... Toe 
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6s: revealed hs er * OY ungod. 
line ſi and unrighteouſueſs 7 men, uibo hb A 
the truth in unrighteouſneſs 2 On the con- 
trary, how fair and beautiful are the fruits 
which ariſe out of pure religion. and. unde. . 
filed ? how does it perfect our nature, and 
make it godlike? What true pleaſure and. 
real ſatisfaction does it. impart? how much 
does it ſecure the good open. of our fel 
low- creatures, and (which is infinitely more 
to be valu d) the favour of our heavenly FA. 
ther, thro the mediation of our bleſſe Re- 95 
deemer? What bravery is it capable of in: 
ſpiring when hereby the mind, in the midſt. 
of raging tempeſts, can direct, with a tran- 
. and calmneſs truly divine? What 
je + Juſt and well-grounded affiyzance dogs: it 
give us, when we are remov'd out of dbu, 
World, of a reception into a ſtate of 
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